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From the Preacherman….
 
     The beginning of June marks the unofficial start of summer and with it, the hope that the pace of life
might ease a bit and allow for some much needed rest and relaxation. You may have planned trips  or
family gatherings around the grill, but there are other things as well. Each summer I hear the same words
that beckoned St. Augustine to turn to his Bible: “Take and read. Take and read.” So, yes, read your Bible
this summer, but what else could you take and read in your free time? I thought you’d never ask.
      I begin with the least read, but most important literature in our culture: poetry. The Shadow of Sirius
by W. S. Merwin has accompanied me for a while. The collection won a Pulitzer Prize in 2009 and is
worth the time. I also have on hand The Poems of Dylan Thomas for, you know, light reading. I encourage
you to subscribe by email to The Writer’s Almanac so you can read poetry daily. It’s good for your soul.
      I can recommend a few books from my faith perspective. Why the Bible Began: An Alternative History
of Scripture and Its Origins by Jacob L. Wright is a fascinating read. When Church Stops Working by
Andrew Root and Blair D. Bertrand has helped me to see the issues and problems facing the church in
2025. And God Spoke to Abraham: Preaching from the Old Testament by Fleming Rutledge is a
wonderful collection of sermons by a great preacher and writer. Lower Than the Angels: A History of Sex
and Christianity by Diarmaid MacCullough is an eye-opening account of how faith and culture have
changed again and again in its understanding of sex and human sexuality. 
      In history I can recommend Twilight of the Gods (The Pacific War Trilogy) by Ian W. Toll. His storytelling
is fantastic; I learned so much. My brother-in-law sent me Skunk Works by Ben Rich and Leo Janos. It
details the story of the development of the U-2 and Stealth aircraft. The Rise and Reign of the Mammals:
A New History, from the Shadow of the Dinosaurs to Us by Steve Brusatte awaits more than a quick look
on my part. It is our story writ large over millions of years.
      Recently my daughter Leah sent the intriguing book: The Name of This Band is R.E.M. by Peter Ames
Carlin. I can’t wait to luxuriate in the story of one of the world’s great bands from one of the world’s
great towns, Athens, Georgia. 
      And finally, coming in November to our church is Anna Carter Florence, professor of homiletics at
Columbia Theological Seminary. She will be preaching here and leading some group sessions. She
recently published A is for Alabaster: 52 Reflections on the Stories of Scripture. It is well worth your time,
as will be her lectures and teaching when here in Owensboro.
      What are you reading? What can you recommend? Get off your phone or computer, turn off the
television, crack open a book and travel the universe while never leaving your seat.                                    
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Elementary Youth Group
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Offering for the Month:                                    $45,807
Other Revenue Month:                                     $4,770.24
Total Revenue:                                                    $50,577.24
Expenses:                                                             ($48,743.72)
Net:                                                                          $1,833.52

Year-to-Date Offering                                       $158,842.72
YTD Other Revenue                                           $11,743.37
YTD Revenue                                                       $170,586.09
YTD Expenses                                                      ($210,260.40)
Net for the year                                                  ($39,674.31)
            

April Financials

Elementary Youth Group
Choir
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Choir

John & Beverly Dawson
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John & Sandra Roberts
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Art Camp
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Retired Teacher
Lunch 10-1

OPD Rehearsal
(all day)

OPD Graduation
(all day)

Mission Trip Return from
Mission Trip

Primetimers Lunch 
@ 11:30 a.m. 

Great Bavarian Haus-
Evansville

Impact 100 Event
5:00 -7:00 p.m.

(FH)

Elder’s Meeting @ 5:30
p.m.



Help Needed
in Our
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Nursery!
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