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From the Preacherman....

| live in border country; so do you. No, | don’t mean that | live on the border of a section of this nation. | do live a
few miles from the state of Indiana which lies just across the river. There is a border between us, a state line marked
on maps and signs and voiced by a map service in many vehicles. “Welcome to...." That kind of border is curious and
interesting but is not what | mean. | mean something deeper and more important.

Border country is the edge of the unknown, the land both settled and understood, but also the territory that is
beyond, mysterious and even a little scary. As a pastor | get to visit that border country a lot. | get to talk with people
who have welcomed new life into this world. | get to listen to people who pour out their hearts when they confess
failures to grasp opportunities for relationships. | get the privilege of sharing tears with people who have suffered
great loss. | get to face death with people, the time to face the true mystery of life when all seems to fail, yet hope
resides.

Border country is that liminal space, the threshold between one thing and another, that we preachers absolutely
live for. In a good sermon, when somehow time and space between ancient stories and our own have collapsed,
time ceases to pass, the hands on the clock stop moving and nothing else matters. Then is now is forever is the
moment. We live in our known lands, but the border has moved and suddenly the world looks different. Music can do
this to us. So can art.

Our culture minimizes such experiences, delving instead into stuff and things, fame and notoriety, money and
possessions. It shallowly inquires what you got for your birthday or Christmas or graduation, etc. Rarer is the
experience that simply boils down to the essence of things: deep conversations, laughter and tears, good food and
drink, stories that are so good they just have to be true. | don't miss a single gift my parents ever gave me. | miss my
parents.

At my 40th high school graduation celebration- the greatest class ever: Dodge County High School Class of
1984!1- | got to see friends and share old memories and marvel at all the people whose hair had escaped like my
own. | also got to see years and decades collapse into moments as we shared old stories and amazing events that
happened yesterday forty years ago. | got to visit border country for a little while and it was amazing. | am thankful
for the experiences with all my friends.

Advent is border country in the Christian faith. Starting on December 1 this year, it's not quite Christmas, but
headed that way. Advent invites us to wait and watch and linger in anticipation. My hope for my church and my
friends is that you can step away from the busyness that the culture values so much but is ultimately worthless. Pay
attention to the stories and music, the relationships and the people. They are invaluable. Those things will not be
there in the same way ever again. Go to border country. You won't be disappointed.

Peace, Chris
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Help Needed in Our Church Nursery!
Our nursery team is looking for someone who is
caring and dependable and would like to join us

H ElP in providing a safe and nurturing environment
N EEn En I for our youngest members during service.
B Ifyou're interested or would like more details,
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Middle & High
School
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Sunday, December 22nd
* We will have Sunday School class for MS/
HS Students
* No evening youth activities (enjoy your
Christmas break)

Sunday, December 29th
*No Sunday School or evening youth
activities for MS/HS Students (enjoy your
Christmas break)

Sunday, January 5th
*No Sunday School or evening youth
activities for MS/HS Students (enjoy your
Christmas break)

Please contact Amanda Evans for any questions!
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Sunday. December Ist

PEE VO

MS/HS Students

YOUTH ZONE GAMES

5:00 pm. - 7:00 pm.
at First Christian Church
RSVP on the GroupMe App

Christmas Bowling Party

Middle School and High School Students

Sunday, December 8th
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Diamond Lanes South

Wednesday, December 4th

. FCC Youth

Middle School & High School
Students

Ring the Bell

5:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.
@ Kroger on KY-144

Comering the Salvation Army bell with us. It’s for a good cause.
Afterwards we’ll stop at Wonder Whip for a meal.

FCC Youth

MS/HS Students

You can help with our
; adopted Angel Tree

We will need help

' ' with donations and

shopping.

Tree Please contact

Amanda if you would
like to help.

DOING THE MOST GOOD




