
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
700 J. R. Miller Blvd.     
Owensboro, KY 42303

270-684-8879    www.fccowb.org

Announcements

Welcome, Visitors! If you are visiting today, we are so pleased
that you chose to worship with us. If we can do anything to make
you more comfortable during your visit, please feel free to reach
out to an usher or our Pastor. Here at First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) we take Communion each Sunday. Anyone
who is a follower of Christ is invited to partake. If you are
interested in membership or learning more about our church,
please speak with Rev. Michael following the service.

Children in Worship
Children are always welcome to participate in Worship. We do
offer childcare for infants to 3 year olds while parents attend
Worship and Sunday School. As an alternative to Sanctuary
Worship, we offer Worship and Wonder, an experience designed
to give children the opportunity to hear Bible stories and learn the
Gospel at their own level. Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are
welcome to join us following the "Children's Blessing."

Website: www.fccowb.org
Facebook: FCCOwensboro
Instagram: @fccowb

All interested handbell ringers please contact Connie Ford at
connie.ford@kctcs.edu or at 270-929-1847. Rehearsals are 5:00-6:00
Sunday afternoons in handbell room, which is just beyond the
nursery on the left.

Our next Primetimers luncheon will be September 8 at 11:30AM at
Big Whiskey 234 Frederica St, Owensboro. If you wish to join us,
please contact Janet Luckett by text only at 270-929-4984. 

Fellowship's September Potluck will be on Wednesday, September
9th at 5:30. Fellowship will provide homemade pulled pork
sandwiches, hot dogs, AND a sundae bar.  Please bring in a vegetable
or a salad to feed 8-10 people.

We are again collecting money for the Weekend Food Backpack
Program this year for students at Cravens & Estes Elementary
schools. To fund one child for one year is $165, however, every
amount is appreciated and can be given at different times
throughout the school year. If you would like to make a donation,
please write a check to FCC with “backpacks” in the memo line. Thank
you for helping us with this important project!

CR- Choir Room; C- Conference Room; F-Fellowship Hall; 
FHL-Fa-Ho-Lo Room; S-Sanctuary

Sunday, August 30                                                                         
9:00 a.m.                                                                                 Worship Service (S)
10:00 a.m.                                                                                         Fellowship (F)
10:20 a.m.                                                                                       Sunday School
5:00 p.m.                                                             FCC Handbell Choir Rehearsal
                                                               
Monday, August 31                        
6:30 p.m.                                                      OCTC Community Choir Rehearsal                                                                                                                                                       

Tuesday, September 1                                                              

Wednesday, September 2                                                                                                            
6:30 a.m.                                 Men's Fellowship (Great Harvest on Frederica)                                
5:15 p.m.                                                                                                       Dinner
6:15 p.m.                                                                                      Worship Service
6:30 p.m.                                            Cantata, Choir, and Youth Groups Meet

Thursday, September 3    
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.                                                        Refugee Food Pantry                         

Friday, September 4                                                        Church Office Closed                                                   

Saturday, September 5
                                  

This week at First Christian Church (DOC)

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2026 

Staff
Sr. Minister.......................................................................................Rev. J. Chris Michael
Minister of Music................................................................................Dr. Phillip Mitchell
Minister of Finance.......................................................................................Kristin Callis
Education & Youth Activities .............................................................Meaghan Murphy
Education & Children’s Activities .................................................................Riley Payne
Executive Assistant.....................................................................................Stacy Castlen
Pianist….………..………......................................................................Ann Jeannette Pierce
Nursery..................Carly Arnold, Kaydence Coomes, Josie Hawkins, & Piper Kipling
AV Team................Max Baur, Miles Baur, Curtis Hannah, Garrison Johnson, Colton
Manley, & Christian Murphy

Contact Us:
Church Office 270-684-8879
Church Email: contact@fccowb.org
Web Address: www.fccowb.org
Guest Wifi Password: FCCguest!

Online Giving
Online giving is now live for tithes and
offerings. To submit your gift, visit
www.fccowb.org/give or text "FCCOWB"
to 73256. You may also scan the QR
code to the left! 

mailto:anne@fccowb.org
http://www.fccowb.org/


Second Scripture Reading                                              Rev. Chris Michael                  

Matthew 9:9-13 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                                              Rev. Chris Michael
“Mercy, Not Sacrifice”

Invitation to Discipleship                                                Rev. Chris Michael  

*Hymn #452
“Here I Am, Lord” (vs. 1 & 3)

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
Preparation for the Offering                                          Rev. Chris Michael
Offertory                                                           Ann Jeannette Pierce, piano                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                 

"Grace Greater than Our Sin"
Daniel B. Towner
Arr. Bill Wolaver

*Doxology and Presentation of Gifts (Page 46)                        
*Dedication Prayer                                                          Rev. Chris Michael

RENEWING THE COVENANT IN THE LORD’S SUPPER
We are one in Christ, let everyone share in this communion 

without regard for denominational affiliation. 
You are invited to take the cup and bread after your prayers. 

Invitation to Communion                                Aloma Dew & Anne Carlisle
Words of Institution        
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Communion Music                                          Ann Jeannette Pierce, piano                                    
                                                                                         

"Nearer, Still Nearer"
Lelia N. Morris

Arr. Heather Sorenson

GOING IN PEACE TO LOVE AND TO SERVE
*Benediction                                                                     Rev. Chris Michael                                                                          
One:   The Lord be with you.
All:    And also with you.  

*Please stand if you are able.

First Reading - Psalm 33:1-9

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.1 

    Praise befits the upright.
Praise the Lord with the lyre;2 

    make melody to him with the harp of ten strings.
Sing to him a new song;3 

    play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.
For the word of the Lord is upright,4 

    and all his work is done in faithfulness.
He loves righteousness and justice;5 

    the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made6 

    and all their host by the breath of his mouth.
He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle;7 

    he put the deeps in storehouses.
Let all the earth fear the Lord;8 

    let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him,
for he spoke, and it came to be;9 

    he commanded, and it stood firm.

Second Reading - Matthew 9:9-13

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting
at the tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And
he got up and followed him.

9 

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and
sinners came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples.  
When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  But when he
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this
means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call
the righteous but sinners.”

10 

11

12 

13 

SEEKING THE PRESENCE OF GOD
Welcome                                                                             Rev. Chris Michael        
Bringing of the Light and the Bell of Mindfulness  
(Please use this time for quiet reflection.)

Prelude                                                               Ann Jeannette Pierce, piano
                  

"For the Beauty of the Earth"
Conrad Kocher
Arr. Joel Raney

*Call to Worship                                                                    Pam Woodward 
One: Gathered as God's people, we come to worship together:
All:  singing praises to the One who loves us, opening our hearts
to the One who calls us.
One:  Called to be followers of Jesus, we come to share our lives
together:
All:  to celebrate the joys of our hearts, to mingle our tears with
God's.
One:  Challenged to become partners with the Spirit, we will seek
peace and hope:
All:  offering our food to our enemies, giving a drink of water to
those who have drained our souls.

*Hymn  #622
“Guide Me, O, Thou Great Jehovah” (vs. 1 & 3) 

 
*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer                                            Pam Woodward                                                                                                                                

 (using “debts” and “debtors”)  

First Scripture Reading                                                         Pam Woodward                                                                                                               
Psalm 33:1-9   

                 
One:  The Word of God for the people of God
All:  Thanks be to God.

Children’s Blessing                                                            Rev. Chris Michael           
 

 Ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited forward for a blessing, then will be escorted to Worship
and Wonder  (located at the end of the first floor education wing)

 
Pastoral Prayer                                                                  Rev. Chris Michael    
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Choral Anthem                                                                                  FCC Choir

“One Song in Praise”
Words and Music by Mary McDonald

August 30, 2026                Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost                                                             
Scripture Reading
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